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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please replace all claims in the instant application with the listing below 
amending claims 1-7, 9, 16, 18, 25-27. 29, 31, 33 and adding claims 34-38 as follows: 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) A lifting sling, said lifting sling comprising: 
2 

3 aplurality of core fibers [ mat e riflls] forming a sline body : and 
4 

5 a coating [mat^ial]^ said coating I material oomprising ] is at least an isocyanate 

6 mixed with an amine forming polyurea, said coating [sat^ial] is sprayed onto 

7 said plurality of core fibers. [matoriolSs the thiokneflo oQ said coating [material] is 

8 [regulotod] applied in [a prodotomiinod pattom ] patterns of varying thicknesses 

9 and locations along leng th of said slins body [to oohiovo doskcd] achieving 

1 0 operational properties that extend suitability for use of said coating and said 

1 1 plurality of core fibers based in part on operating conditions of said lifting sling. 



12 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1, wherein said 

2 coating [ mat e rial ] is selected fi*om the group consisting of a polyurea elastomer, [a- 

3 polyurothna ey] or a hybrid polyurethane - polyurea elastomer. 
4 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said 

2 coating [ material] has an operational temperature range of -40 to 175 degrees Celsius. 
3 

1 4, (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said 

2 coating [ material ] has a tensile strength in the range of up to 6,S00 pounds per square 
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3 inch, an elongation range of up to 300 percent, and a tear resistance in the range of up to 

4 600 pounds per linear inch. 
5 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said 

2 coating [matoyid] includes at least one of the following additives: 
3 

a catalyst; 
a stabilizer; 
a pigment; 
a fire retardant; 

a static electricity reducing additive; 
an ultraviolet fUtering additive; or 
a tfaertnal cycling additive. 
11 

1 6. (Cunrenlly Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 > wherein said 

2 plurality of core fibers [matoriolG] include at least one of the following: 
3 



4 


i) 


nylon; 


5 


ii) 


polyester; 


6 


iii) 


a synthetic fiber; 


7 


iv) 


polypropylene; 


8 


V) 


wire rope; 


9 


vi) 


steel core; 


10 


vii) 


cordage rope; 


11 


viii) 


yam; 


12 


ix) 


NOMAX; 


13 


X) 


KEVLAR;or 



i) 



5 • 


ii) 


6 


iii) 


7 


iv) 


8 


V) 


9 


vi) 


10 


vii) 
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14 xi) chain. 
IS 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1, wherein said lifting 

2 sling further comprising a safety core, said safety core being bonded proximate to said 

3 plurality of core fibe« [motoriols ] . 
4 

1 S. (Previotisly Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 7, vdierein said safe^ 

2 core traverses said lifting sling. 
3 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 7, wherein said safety 

2 core is located, with respect to said plurality of com jSbers [mot a rioln ], in at least one of 

3 "Oxo following locations: 
4 

5 i) seam located; 

6 ii) perimeter located; or 

7 iii) centrally located. 
8 

1 10. (Previously Presented) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 7, wherein said 

2 safety core is interconnected with at least one of the following: 

3 • 

4 i) an indicator; or 

5 ii) an electronic system. 
6 

1 11. (Canceled) 
2 

1 12.-15. (Withdrawn) 
2 



PAGE5l30«RCVDAT2l11/20087:28:36m[EastemStandardTlme]*SVR:USPTaE^^ 



FEB-1 1-2008 MON 07:51 PM FROM:KOLLS 



FAX: 67841 74999 



PAGE 6 



DCARML-010 . -5- 

1 16. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said 

2 lifting sling further comprising at least One of the following: 
3 

4 i) an indicator secured proximate to said pluraUt/ of core fibers [materialo] ; 

5 or 

6 ii) an electronic system secured proximate to said plurality of core fibers 

7 [mat0riQlB] > 
8 

1 17. (Previously Presented) The lifting sli^g in accordance with claim 1 6, wherein said 

2 electronic system fiirfher comprising at least one of the following: 
3 



4 


0 


a microcontroller; 


5 


H) 


a graphical user interfkce: 


6 


lii) 


a keypad; 


7 


iv) 


atouchpad; 


8 


V) 


a plurality of general purpose inputs and outputs; 


9 


vi) 


a safety core interface; 


10 


vii) 


a lifting sling measurement and dynamics interface; 


11 


viii) 


an RFID interface; 


12 


ix) 


an IRDA interface; 


13 


X) 


a transceiver; 


14 


xi) 


a wireless data link; 


15 


xii) 


a LAN interface; 


16 


xiii) 


a WAN interfiace; 


17 


xiv) 


a serial data link; 


18 


xv) 


a GPS interface; 


19 


xvi) 


a power supply; 
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20 xvii) a flash memory; 

21 xviii) a read only memory; 

22 xix) a real time clock; 

23 XX) an EEROM; or 

24 xxi) aNOVRAM. 
25 

1 18. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 16, wherein said 



2 indicator [^^4] or said electronic system indicates [fee] operational condition of said 

3 lifting sling, [^] suitability for use of said lifting sling, [a»4] or [^] security status of 

4 an ardcle secured by said lifting sling. 
5 

1 19^24 (Canceled) 
2 

1 25. (Currently Amended) A lifting sling, said lifting sling comprising: 
2 



3 a plurality of core [ motoriols] fibers forming a sling bodv : 
4 

5 a coating [mat e rial] , said coating [material] is at least an isocvanate mixed with an 

6 amine form ing nolvuiea, said coating is disposed onto said plurality of core fibers. 

7 [materiolo, ooid coating material is sel e otod from th e group 'oomsistbag of a 

8 poljOAToa e laatomor, q polyurethanQ, or a hybrid pol^Turothone polyuroa olostom e r, - 

9 whoroin the looation tmd thiclcneflQ of said coating matorial ia rogulatod to aohiovo 
10 desirsd oporationnl propoitios of aoid lifting sling ] said coating is applied in 



patterns of varying thicknesses and locations along length of said sling bodv 
achieving operational properties that extend suitability for use of said coating and 
said Plurality of core fibers, said coatinp thicknesses and locations along leneA of 
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14 said sling body are selected ba^ed in part on operating conditions of said lifting 

15 sling: and 
16 

17 an electronic system secured proximate to said plurality of core fibers [ mat e riolfl] ^ 

18 wherein by way of said electronic system said lifting sling data communicates 

1 9 with a plurality of data processing devices [ead] or a plurality of global network 

20 based data processing resources. 
21 

1 26. (Cuirently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance wiA claim 25, further 

2 comprising a cover, said cover being fitted around said plurality of core fibers [materiolo] , 

3 said cover is coated with said coating [m^e»^]. 
4 

1 27. (Cuirently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 25. fijither 

2 com|»ising a cover, said cover being fitted around said plurality of core fibers [matorials] , 

3 said cover is coated and secured into position with said coating [t aat e rial] . 
4 

1 28. (Canceled) 
2 

1 29, (Currently Amended) A lifidng sling, said lifting sling comprising: 
2 

3 a plurality of core [«tte»ate] fibers foimin^ a slinp body, and 

4 

5 a coaling [motoriol] , said coating material is at least an isocvanate mixed with an 

6 amine for ming polvurea. said coating is disposed onto said plurality of core fibers. 

7 [mat e riolD. the thickn e an of ooid coating mat e riol io mi i g^jotod in a prodatfl i i i ninirni 
^ patt e m to achi e v e d e tarod oporationol proportiois of said lifting oUa g] said crtfttinp 
9 is applied in patterns of v arying thicknesses and locations along len^ of said 
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10 sling body achieving operational properties that extend suitability for use of said 

11 coating and said plurality of core fibers, said coating thicknesses and locations 

12 along length of said sling bodv are selected based in part on operating conditions 

13 of said lifting aling : 
14 

IS . said lifting sling further comprising at least one of the following: 
16 

17 i) an indicator secured proximate to said plurality of core fibers 

18 [materialfl ]; or 

19 ii) an electronic system secured proximate to said plurality of core 

20 fibers [matorialo] ; 
21 

22 wherein.said indicator [asd] or said electronic system indicates [^] operational 

23 condition of said lifting sling, [^] suitability for use of said lifting sling, [mi] or 

24 [the] security status of an article secured by said lifting sling. 
25 



1 30, (Canceled) 
2 

1 31. (Currently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 29» wherein said 

2 lifting sling further comprising a safety core, said safety core being bonded proximate to 

3 said plurality of core fibers [mntoriols] . 
4 

1 32. (Withdrawn) 

2 

1 33. (Cuirently Amended) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1 , ftirther comprising 

2 a cover, said cover beix^ fitted around said plurality of core fibers [aaat e rials] , said cover 

3 is coated with said coating [motoriol] . 
4 
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1 34. (Newly Added) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1, wherein single-core said 

2 sling body is formed by fall seaming said plurality of core fibers with said coating and 

3 multi-core said sling body is formed by pardal seaming said plurality of core fibers with 

4 said coating. 
5 

1 35 . (Newly Added) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 25. wherein single-core 

2 said sling body is founed by full seaming said plurality of core fibers with said coating 

3 and multi-core said sling body is foimed by partial seaming said plurality of core fibers 

4 with said coating. 
5 

1 36, (Newly Added) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 29, wherein single-core 

2 said sling body is fonned by fUl seaming said plurality of core fibers vA± said coating 

3 and multi-core said sling body is fonned by pardal seaming said plurality of core fibers 

4 with said coating. 
5 

1 37. (Newly Added) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 1, further comprising a 

2 cover, said cover being fitted around said plwality of core fibers, said cover is coated and 

3 secured into position with said coating, 
4 

1 38. (Newly Added) The lifting sling in accordance with claim 29, further comprising a 

2 cover, said cover being fitted around said plurality of core fibers^ said cover is coated 

3 with said coating. 
4 
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